
Executive Summary

© Learning through Landscapes  |  www.ltl.org.uk

Registered charity no. in England and Wales 803270 and in

Scotland SCO38890

The Learning through Landscapes Trust
 

Annual Report 

2020–21 



COVID-19 hit us hard. Our staff have

been anxious, our finances uncertain and

we have not been able to visit schools.

That we have emerged in a strong

position to grow back is largely down to

the professionalism and commitment of

our staff. They embraced flexible working

patterns with energy and quickly

developed more non-contact activities

such as running webinars and supporting

educators online. 

We are also grateful to our funding

partners, especially the People's Postcode

Lottery, CORRA, NatureScot and the

National Lottery Heritage Fund, for their

support and for giving us flexibility in the

delivery of programmes and phasing of

payments. We ended the year with our

strategy intact and an impressive record

of delivery, albeit of a different shape

from our plans a year ago. 

So, as we enter post-pandemic life in the

UK, we are ready to grow our contribution

to schools and communities at a time

when school grounds are facing an

unprecedented threat and opportunity. 

The threat comes from local authorities.

The pressure on them to increase school

capacity and to provide more affordable

homes is intense. Children are paying too

much of the price through shrinking school

grounds. The regulatory framework is

good; enforcement and support for schools

needs to improve. 

The opportunity comes from COP26 and

the aftermath of the pandemic. The

benefits of outdoor learning are clear.

Minimising the spread of COVID has been

the catalyst for many schools to spend

more time outdoors. 

Our recently completed pilot My

School, My Planet, funded by the

National Lottery Heritage Fund, has

demonstrated a real thirst in schools

to engage with climate change and

biodiversity through their grounds. 

There is a great opportunity here to make

outdoor learning a part of every child's

school day. 

I am very grateful to my fellow Trustees

who also adapted quickly and effectively to

our new ways of working. Their support

and advice has been a great help during

this most challenging year. 

David Coleman

Chair of the Board
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In a year where we have seen so much disruption in

education, it’s sometimes been hard to find any

positives. I’m sure that, for many, this year has been

one they will gladly see the back of. 

But despite the difficulties the last year has

brought, I am so proud of what the team at

Learning through Landscapes has achieved. 

We have been overwhelmed with how important our

work has become during the pandemic. From setting

up Facebook groups for families - which offered free

resources to parents and carers as they faced the

unexpected challenge of educating their children at

home - through to the thousands of teachers we helped

to take lessons outside safely, our team has worked

tirelessly to guide and support so many people in

outdoor learning. 

We have continued to support the education

sector not just nationally, but globally.  

What’s more, throughout the pandemic each member

of our team juggled their busy work lives alongside

personal commitments and challenges – from caring

for children and dependants during lockdowns to

adapting to working from home. I’ve never been so

grateful to have such an amazing team around me and,

despite all of the awful things that have happened over

this year, leading Learning through Landscapes during

this unique time will be the thing that I will look back

on most proudly when I reflect on the pandemic. 

For many others, time spent outdoors during the

pandemic became some of their most precious

moments in this strange year. My deep hope is that, as

we move forwards, the role of the outdoors in people’s

lives and the benefits it has for our physical and mental

wellbeing continue to be recognised for their

importance.

                           

Carley Sefton (CEO)
 

The Learning through 

Landscapes Trust

 

3



Who We Are

We help children and young people to connect with 

nature, become more active, learn outdoors and have fun.

Our vision is a society where the

benefits of regular time outdoors are

valued and appreciated, and outdoor

learning, play and connection with

nature is recognised as a fundamental

part of education, at every stage, for

every child and young person. 

We inspire and enable positive outdoor

experiences through cultural change,

and the transformation of school

grounds and outdoor community

spaces. In so doing, we encourage

greater appreciation of the environment

and access to nature. 

Our work is underpinned by a

drive to improve the mental health

and wellbeing of children and

young people through connection

to nature and, where possible, we

encourage young people to have a

say in the way their grounds are

used and improved. 

As a result, they learn to create and

look after something valuable; their

self-esteem grows and their behaviour

improves, along with their potential to

learn and achieve. We achieve our

mission by training, education and

advocacy, and a professional approach

to our charitable operation. 

Our Vision Our Mission 

Learning through Landscapes was founded in 1990 by a team of education and

environmental experts, and our thirty years of experience, practical action and research

has led to our reputation as the UK’s leading charity in outdoor learning and play.

With offices in England and Scotland and staff based across the UK, our team and our

accredited network of outdoor learning experts have the capacity to work nationally and

internationally. 
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Our Six Principles of
Outdoor Learning and Play

1
Outdoor Learning, Play And Connection With

Nature Should Be Available And Accessible

For Every Child And Young Person In Every

School. 

Outdoor Learning Should Be Fully Integrated

Into A School’s Curriculum. 

All Children And Young People Should Have

Access To High-Quality Outdoor Play. 

The Natural World Should Be At The Heart Of

All School Grounds. 

The Whole Of The School Grounds Should Be

An Outdoor Classroom. 

School Grounds Should Be Designed For The

Future And Made To Last. 

2

3

4

5

6

At the beginning of 2021, we developed our six

principles of outdoor learning and play to

convey our approach. Read them in full here.

https://www.ltl.org.uk/about-us/
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Our Impact

Despite the coronavirus pandemic, social restrictions and limited access to

schools, over the last year we have contributed to and led major projects

across the UK and internationally.

15 
Projects

26 
Project

Partners

 500+ 
 

Schools

supported
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Although in recent years we have

delivered projects outside of the

education sector, this year we

decided to re-focus our work on

schools, early years settings and

linked community groups. Improving

school grounds is where children

and young people will derive the

greatest benefit, and we have the

agency and capacity to make a

difference to how these important

spaces are used. 

Enabling schools to respond to

the climate crisis and

empowering children to explore

their cultural heritage through

nature have been focus points

for many of our projects this

year. 

We’re grateful to partners and

consultants such as Louder than

Words for their support in delivering

these.

Encouraging children and young

people to connect with these issues

has never been more vital, and we

plan to continue to develop projects

exploring these themes over the

next year and beyond.



Project Spotlight:
 

 

 My School, 

My Planet

Funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund,

our My School, My Planet project supported

children from disadvantaged ethnic groups and

low-income families to re-engage with learning

as they transitioned into the new academic year

following the first pandemic lockdown. 

Throughout the project, we empowered

children to connect with issues such as

biodiversity and climate change, and to explore

their own cultural and local environmental

heritage more closely. 

39 specialist trainers

delivered the project in 49

schools throughout the UK,

equating to roughly 700

hours of much-needed

support for approximately

1,029 children.
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To fully support marginalised and

disadvantaged communities, we

worked with key partners including

cultural consultancy Louder Than

Words, who embedded a truly

unique approach to inclusivity and

diversity throughout the project. We

also engaged with and listened to

the voices of young environmental

activists to understand the issues

faced by disadvantaged young

people. 

Next year, we hope to build upon

the success of the pilot with a

development phase, before scaling

up the delivery of My School, My

Planet to cover hundreds of

additional schools across the UK.

 

 

“We went from week one

where we were afraid of

getting dirty, to now quite

relishing rolling in the mud.

So many children had never

even touched a worm before,

let alone put it in their

hands. And it was quite

amazing to see.”

 

—School Senior Leader
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Project Spotlight:
 

 

 Outdoor 

Classroom Day

The biannual Outdoor Classroom Day, which

we deliver in the UK and Ireland with social

enterprise Semble, had another successful

year of engagement, despite the

circumstances of the coronavirus pandemic.

 

Parents and children continued to take part

throughout national and local lockdowns,

and the campaign has now seen more than

2.7 million children across the UK and

Ireland participate. Almost 11 million

children have now been involved across the

world. 

“After the school closures the

children lost a lot of ground

socially and academically. But

the wet weather clothing we

received has allowed us to

extend outdoor learning

beyond the short summer

weather window and continue

exploring the environment

throughout the year.”

 

- Headteacher from a

recipient school
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In November 2020, we launched a

Crowdfunder on Outdoor Classroom

Day to raise money for wet weather

clothing kits for primary schools

across the UK, enabling more

children to get outside whatever the

weather. Including GiftAid

contributions, the Crowdfunder

raised over £6,000 and has enabled

us to send sets of waterproofs and

wellies to over 200 children in

underprivileged communities across

the UK. We plan to repeat this

Crowdfunder campaign in the

autumn of 2021.

 

 

“A large majority of our children are

from disadvantaged families who

cannot provide their children with

the appropriate outdoor clothing

and footwear.

 

The waterproof clothing will allow

the children to access the outdoor

learning environment in all

weathers. I am positive it will bring

a lot of smiles on a lot of faces.”

 

— EYFS leader from a recipient

school
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Training and Delivery

We were determined that the outdoors should form

part of children’s recovery from the pandemic.

To adapt to the circumstances of nationwide lockdowns, we introduced free online

webinars this year. This allowed us to continue delivering training to educators

across the UK even when schools were closed, and virtual sessions have now

become a permanent option in our training offer.
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As and when possible, our in-

person delivery also continued

throughout the year, with our

team using carefully considered

COVID-19 controls to ensure that

everyone was kept safe.

In Scotland, our early years offer

took a big step forward as we

became a Scottish Qualifications

Authority (SQA) delivery centre.

This enables us to deliver Forest

Kindergarten courses as a

National Workplace Award across

the UK.

Lastly, this year saw us prepare

for and invest in an online

training platform, which will offer

a flexible route into in-depth

outdoor learning training for

educators across early years,

primary and secondary levels.

We’re excited to launch courses

throughout 2021 and beyond.
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Thank you to our funders,

partners and trustees

A big thank you to our Trustees, project partners and funders for

their constant support over the course of this unusual year.

 

David Coleman (Chairman)

Deborah Allmey

Catherine Beith

Merrick Denton-Thompson OBE

Mike Greenaway

Susan Humphries OBE MA

Stefan Jakobek (resigned 30 March

2021) 

Chanel McPherson-George (appointed

20 October 2020) 

David Peniket FCA (resigned 20

October 2020) 

Usha Sahni OBE 

Philip Sanderson 

David John Troake 

Bird Life Malta 

Birdlife Slovakia 

Consiglio Nazionale Delle Richerche

Imperial College London 

INAK, Slovakia 

Leicester City Council 

Louder than Words 

Lund University (Lunds Universitet) 

MGARR primary school, Malta 

Milanta Spain 

Ministry of Education, Malta 

Museo di Storia Naturale Della

Maremma, Italy 

Naturskolan i Lund 

Semble 

Sociedad Española de Ornitología (SEO

– Birdlife Spain)

South Downs National Park Trust 

St Alban’s Church of England Aided

Primary School 

Strom zivota, Slovakia 

Swedish University of Agriculture 

The Open University 

The University of Aberdeen 

The University of Presov, Slovakia 

The Wildlife Gardening Forum 

UK Pollinator Monitoring Scheme 

Univerzita Konstantina Filozofa v Nitre,

Slovakia 

VITA XXI SLP, Spain 

Board of Trustees and

Company Directors 

Project Partners and

Consultants  
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Corra Foundation 

DEFRA 

Engineering and Physical Sciences

Research Council (EPSRC) 

Erasmus+ 

Glasgow City Council 

Hampshire County Council  

Inspiring Scotland 

International School Grounds Alliance

(ISGA) 

Muddy Puddles 

National Geographic 

National Lottery Heritage Fund 

People’s Postcode Lottery Trusts

(People’s Postcode Trust, Postcode

Community Trust, Postcode Local Trust,

Postcode Neighbourhood Trust, Postcode

Places Trust, Postcode Society Trust) 

RHS

RSPB 

Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH), now

known as Nature Scot 

The Balcombe Charitable Trust  

The City Bridge Trust 

The Department for Education 

The Eden Project 

The Erasmus Programme  

The ICE Futures Charitable Trust  

The Land Trusts  

The Met Office  

The National Trust  

The Royal Society of Wildlife Trust  

The Scottish Government 

The Sir John Laing Charitable Trust 

Unilever 

William Grant Foundation 

Woodland Trust  

Funders and Supporters


